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Creativity during Covid-19

Part 1: God and creativity

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.

Genesis 1:1 (NIV)

Reflection

The Bible tells us a lot about what God is like, for example: God is unchanging (Malachi 3:6; Psalm
102:25-27), God is all powerful (Revelation 1:8), God is eternal (Psalm 90:2, Job 36:26), God is always
present everywhere (Deuteronomy 10:14, Jeremiah 23:23-24), God is wise (Romans 16:27), God is
faithful (Deuteronomy 32:4), God is loving (1 John 4:8), and God is good (Psalm 34:8).

These are all important aspects of what God is like.
However, none of these is the first attribute of God
that the Bible emphasises. In the opening chapters of
the Bible, when God is being ‘introduced’ to the reader
for the first time, God is shown to be very creative.

In the beginning of Genesis, we don’t discover a
master with his slaves, or a warrior with his army, or a
teacher with his students, or a crafty magician with his
spellbound followers... Instead, God reveals himself as
a creator, with humanity as his co-creators.

God creates the heavens and the earth. God creates
the sun and moons and stars. God creates all the birds
in the sky and creatures in the sea and the animals
across the land. Genesis is revealing the invisible
fingerprint of a creative God on every otter, every mountain range, every white leopard, every icy
lake, every galaxy, every person and every atom. When we consider what God has made, we see that
God is incredibly creative.
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Reflection questions

O Think about the beauty and diversity of all that God has created. Spend five minutes
writing a list of as many things as you can think of that God has created. Give thanks to

God in prayer.

Prayer
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Creativity during Covid-19

Part 2: Humanity and creativity

Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule
over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals,
and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and
female he created them.

God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature
that moves on the ground.’

Genesis 1:26-28 (NIV)

The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.

Genesis 2:15 (NIV)

He has filled them with skill to do all kinds of work as engravers, designers, embroiderers in
blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen, and weavers — all of them skilled workers and
designers.

Exodus 35:35 (NIV)
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Reflection

We are called to be loving, good and merciful just as God is merciful. In these ways we are made to
‘mirror’ and reflect what God is like. This is part of what is meant when the Bible says that we are
‘made in the image of God’ (Genesis 1:27). God’s nature and character should be reflected in the way
we live our lives, and in the world we are a part of creating.

One way in which we are invited to reflect the character of God
is to be creative. God put Adam and Eve in a garden which was
peaceful, delightful, colourful, harmonious and perfect. God
then asked the humans to ‘work it and care for it’. They were
told to creatively extend this garden, this way of being, to the
rest of the world. They were to ‘rule’ the world in such a way
that the world increasingly reflected the character of God and
God’s good intentions for creation.

One Bible scholar views Genesis’s call to rule as an invitation to
‘actively partner with God in taking the world somewhere’.
Every human being is called to use the gifts that God has given
them and to partner with God in creatively building the world
in ways that reflect what God is like.

This could include creating a new business that pays

employees fairly and that utilises local natural resources. It might be using your art skills to create a
sculpture or painting that conveys a story of hope. It might mean writing a new song. It might mean
creating a choir in which survivors of abuse and vulnerable people can make special bonds and find
hope singing uplifting songs together. It might mean using your cooking skills to make some simple
but tasty meals for your neighbours. There are endless ways, big and small, in which we can
creatively make the world reflect the character of God a little bit more.

Reflection questions

o]

When have you done something creative, or made something beautiful, that
contributed towards our sacred calling of creatively and responsibly 'taking the world
somewhere'?

0 What skills and resources has God given you to use to creatively extend God’s garden of
delight in the world?

O«

What resources has God put within your church community that can be used to
creatively partner with God?

k' tearfund.org/covid19
= covid19-response-team@tearfund.org

Registered office: 100 Church Road, Teddington TW11 8QE. Registered in England: 994339. A company limited I eq rmnd
by guarantee. Registered Charity No. 265464 (England & Wales) Registered Charity No. SC037624 (Scotland)




Creativity during COVID-19 5/8

O Itis not only the very big creative actions and decisions that matter. God can use, and
can be encountered in the midst of, really small acts of holy creativity. What can you
create today?

Prayer
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