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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

Glossary
This glossary explains the meaning of certain words according to the way they are
used in this book.
adaptation

taking action to cope with climate change and environmental degradation

advocacy

seeking with, and on behalf of, the poor to address underlying causes of poverty, bring justice and
support good development through influencing the policies and practices of the powerful

atmosphere

the layer or envelope of gases surrounding the earth made up mostly of nitrogen, oxygen, carbon
dioxide, ozone and water vapour

aquifer
biodiversity
carbon dioxide

carbon footprint

climate

climate change

climatic zone

cyclone

deforestation
desertification

disaster
disaster risk
reduction
displaced
drought

underground rock which holds water enabling it to travel underground, sometime for long distances
the variety of plant and animal life on the earth or in a specific area
a naturally occurring gas as well as a by-product of burning fossil fuels and other industrial
processes
the impact a person, project, organisation or country makes in the world in terms of the ‘carbon
dioxide equivalent’ they emit, usually measured annually
the average weather in an area, including temperature, air pressure, humidity, precipitation,
sunshine, cloudiness, and wind
any change in climate over time, sometimes due to natural variability but in this book it refers only
to changes that are a result of human activity
a geographical area which has distinctive vegetation, cropping systems and biodiversity due to
sharing the same climatic conditions
a violent tropical storm with very strong winds and heavy rain in Southeast Asia. See also typhoon
and hurricane
the reduction in forest cover, by humans or natural processes
degradation of land in dry areas resulting from unsustainable land or water use, made worse by
climate change
when a hazard impacts on a vulnerable community, causing damage to life, property and livelihood
measures taken to make a disaster less likely, such as reducing exposure to hazards, reducing
people’s vulnerabilities and increasing their capacities
forced to move away from one’s usual home
an extended period of time when a region does not have enough water

ecosystem

communities of plants, animals and other living things, together with the non-living parts of the
environment such as rocks and weather, which together form a working system

environmental
footprint

the impact a person, project, organisation or country makes in the world defined in terms of the
world’s resources they use up, usually measured annually
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environmental
policy
evaporation
exploit
fauna
flora
fossil fuels

glacier
global warming

greenhouse gases

hazard

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

a statement produced by an organisation regarding the management of their environmental
impact
the transformation of water from liquid to vapour
to make use of something, often in a damaging or unsustainable way
animal life
plant life
fuels such as coal, oil and gas that formed from the mineralised or otherwise preserved remains of
dead plants and animals over many years
very compacted snow which becomes frozen ice in high mountains
the increase in the average temperature of the earth’s atmosphere and oceans in recent decades
and its projected continuation. (Global warming is now better described as ‘climate change’ due to
regional variations in all forms of weather.)
gases in the atmosphere that absorb and emit radiation from the sun. Carbon dioxide, nitrous oxide,
methane and ozone are the primary greenhouse gases
a natural or man-made event or situation which could lead to danger, loss or injury

hurricane

a violent tropical storm with very strong winds and heavy rain in the Atlantic Ocean and Caribbean
Sea. See also cyclone and typhoon

livelihood

the capabilities, assets, resources and activities required for a means of living

mitigation
(climate change)

reducing greenhouse gas emissions to a ‘safe’ level globally (aiming to keep average global
temperature increases to below 2°C)

natural resources

naturally occurring products and substances that are of value to people

pollution
precipitation
rainwater
harvesting
replenish
run-off
salinisation

sustainable
development
tidal surge
typhoon

vermin

water table
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contamination of a natural resource
rain, snow or hail
collection and storage of water from rain or melted snow from roofs or other suitable catchments

to restore something to its previous level or condition
the flow of water from rain or melted snow over the surface of the land
the build up of salts in soil or water, usually through irrigation, sea level rise or intensive chemical
use, which may make the land infertile for agriculture
development which meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future
generations to meet their own needs
an offshore rise of a body of seawater, usually associated with a tropical cyclone or typhoon
a violent tropical storm with very strong winds and heavy rain in the China seas and west Pacific.
See also cyclone and hurricane
animals or birds which are considered harmful to crops or domestic animals, or which carry human
disease
the level of ground water beneath the earth’s surface
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